Lunch Buffet at Westminster Palace

The Vice President’s Committee has been
very active recently in trying to build on
the 3-year strategy plan that was
approved last presidential year. You will
recall that we have earmarked the
importance of appealing to younger
members of the profession, as well as in-
house lawyers, and involving more women
members. The whole issue of membership
has been considered so that, in these
changing times, we can constantly
improve what DASLS offers and react to
the feedback we receive. It is so important
to remain current in terms of meeting
needs. One such example is DASLS
inaugural Admissions Ceremony.

We have also been assessing how we may
create better and more substantial links
with the Universities, so as to reach the up
and coming lawyers, many of whom will,
one day, become our life blood. Various
themes have been explored by the Vice
President’s Committee. We have reviewed

From the Vice President’s
. Committee

By Paul Dyson, Vice President

Scott Richards,

what has been done before, with a
view to potentially repeating what has
been successful and leaving behind
those things that have not worked.
There have also been some very good
new ideas as to how we may move
that contact with the Universities and,
therefore, the students, forward
productively. 1 am sure you will hear
more on this soon.

On a separate note, | had the great
pleasure of representing DASLS at the
Opening of the Legal Year in London
on 1% October. This was dealt with by
ballot and | gather DASLS have not
been successful for some time, so |
will take the credit for being a lucky
omen! A breakfast at The Law Society
in Chancery Lane was followed by a
church service at Westminster Abbey
and a buffet lunch at Westminster
Palace. It is the first time | have ever
attended official gatherings at either
the Abbey or the House of Commons,
so | felt very privileged indeed. It is, of
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On Friday 5" October | was fortunate
enough to attend, along with my partner
Aline and Saira Malik (formerly of Stones
and now of Stroud District Council), the
grand opening of the legal year hosted by
the Jonge Balie or Young Bar of Leuven,
Belgium.

After an ably-delivered introduction from
Katlijn Pollaris, who has the auspicious
honour of being the youngest ever
president of the Leuven Young Bar, the
evening was headlined by féted speaker
Benoit Allemeersch, a professor of the
Catholic University of Leuven.

The professor’s oratory was an in-depth
examination of proposed reforms to the
judicial system and of the likely effects
upon the profession. Delivered of course
in Dutch, the presentation was not
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entirely lost on us since it was
mercifully translated live into English.
The speeches were rounded off with an
address by the current Stafhouder,
Johan Mommaerts.

The ceremonial was followed by the
social and it was a genuine pleasure to
spend the remainder of the evening
catching up with existing acquaintances
and making new ones in the convivial
atmosphere so typical of these
occasions.

The following day we were invited to
an exceedingly civilised lunch in the
company of some of our hosts and
other delegates including presidents
and lawyers of Dutch law societies and
the president of the law society of
Dakar, attending as part of a twinning
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course, a grand occasion, with the
colour and splendour of the
numerous judges fully robed, and an
opportunity to meet the Lord
Chancellor personally.

It reminded me of the importance of
the legal system and the respect it still
commands from not only those taking
part but the public as a whole. This is
often forgotten by all of us who are
busy with our heads down in practice
on a day to day basis. Many, like me,
bemoan the way certain legal matters
are dealt with and, to at least some
extent, yearn for the old days, but the
day took me back all those years to
when | first qualified and reminded
me that the job is still one of
considerable trust and one on which
so many people depend for justice
and fair representation in their lives.

It was a long but most enjoyable day,
that will live long in my memory.

exchange between Leuven and Dakar.
The lunchtime speech from our
honoured Senegalese (and therefore
francophone) guest came as music to
my ears — finally, a speech which |
could understand and which was
largely lost on several of the Dutch-
speaking delegates in attendance,
rather than the other way around!

Allin all I should say that we received a
faultlessly warm welcome from the
Jonge Balie of Leuven and everyone
present. | cannot stress enough how
rewarding an experience such trips
always prove to be and would beg our
young lawyers to consider taking the
opportunity to get involved if at all
possible with the calendar of
international events in which DASLS is
so active.
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